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‘They forged that road’
MADISON SCOTT
editor-in-chief
President David Burks announced 
via a campus-wide email Monday, 
Feb. 1, that the University will 
celebrate Elijah Anthony and Dr. 
Howard Wright — the first Black 
undergraduate students to earn 
bachelor’s degrees from Harding in 
1968 — by naming the Administration 
building in their honor.
In addition to renaming the 
building, a bronze three-dimensional 
plaque will bear the images of Anthony 
and Wright, recounting their stories 
and legacies at Harding. Plaques will 
also be installed to honor the first 
three Black students who enrolled as 
undergraduates at the University — 
Lewis Brown, Walter Cunningham 
and David Johnson —  as well as 
the first two Black students to be 
awarded graduate degrees from 
the University in 1965  — Thelma 
Smith and Curtis Sykes.
A dedication ceremony will be held 
Homecoming weekend in October 
2021 to honor these alumni and the 
Black community. At this event, Brown, 
Johnson and Cunningham, who did 
not graduate from the University, 
will be awarded honorary degrees 
during the ceremony, Johnson’s and 
Cunningham’s posthumously, Burks 
said in his email.
The decision came after the 
University Task Force on Recognizing 
African American Achievement 
proposed the idea to the board of 
trustees in October. Dr. Greg Harris, 
who is the chair of the task force, said 
that upon the task force’s formation, 
they began searching for ways in 
which they could landmark these 
people on campus. After finding 
that the Administration building 
was not dedicated to anyone, they 
pursued renaming and dedicating 
the building.
“We were able to come up with 
this as a great beginning to going 
down a path of honoring people 
that have given so much to Harding 
University, and … in this case, 
especially our African American 
alumni,” Harris said.
Wright and Anthony stood out as 
people to honor, not only because they 
were the first Black undergraduate 
students to complete their degrees 
from Harding, but because of their 
continued legacy at the University, 
Harris said.
Anthony said when he came to 
Harding, it set him on a path he 
was not anticipating and presented 
challenges he had not foreseen. 
“It was a very hot time for us 
in the ’60s during the civil rights 
movement, so coming out of that, 
hardly changed from 1968 when 
he graduated — roughly 3 or 4%.
“That disturbed me,” Wright said. 
“So from that point on I started 
talking to faculty members and 
staff and administrators, trying to 
get involved in some of the good 
things that were going on at Harding 
so I could tell all of my ministry 
colleagues that Harding could be a 
place that … students could come 
and want to be a part of.”
Wright currently serves on the 
University board of trustees, as well 
as the Task Force on Recognizing 
African American Achievement.
Senior Raissa Ames, who is a 
former Black Student Association 
(BSA) president and a current 
member of the task force, said she 
is pleased that Wright and Anthony 
— as well as Brown, Cunningham, 
Johnson, Smith and Sykes — will be 
honored and hopes the University 
will continue to pursue ways to 
honor and include Black members 
of the Harding community.
“ T h e  d e c i s i o n  f o r  t h e 
[Administration building] has 
to do with the fact that it houses 
both the business and registrar’s 
offices, [which] play a large role 
in the admission of students … 
which at one point did not service 
Black individuals,” Ames said. “So, 
to rename this significant building 
after the first two Black graduates 
of the University is a powerful 
statement.”
Ames said she hopes the University 
will expound upon these efforts by 
celebrating and appreciating the 
Black staff on campus — who are 
essential to the University’s ability 
to function and succeed — as well 
as the BSA and Multicultural 
Association.
“We’re just in awe of them because 
of the legacy they’ve laid here for 
so many of us African Americans 
that are here — Black faculty and 
staff and fellow alumni — that 
have come after them,” Harris said. 
“They forged that road.”
Harris said that Wright and 
Anthony exemplified bravery, helping 
and blessing so many people who 
came after them.
“My journey at Harding was 
a must for me,” Anthony said. “I 
needed to go through everything I 
went through there to bring me to 
this day that we’re enjoying right 
now, and this honor that’s being 
bestowed upon us is because of this 
journey. We persisted, and there’s 
nothing that gives me more joy 
than to realize that … young people 
will be able to use my experiences 
as fuel.”
we were pro-Black and looking 
to go in a progressively HBCU 
direction,” Anthony said. “And I 
deviated from that.”
Upon his arrival at campus, people 
were reluctantly cordial and distant, 
Anthony said.
“Especially for students of color 
who were coming onto that campus 
for the first time as full time students, 
I just expected that there would be 
somebody there to kind of take us 
by the hand and say, ‘Hey, I’m your 
person’... and that was not there,” 
Anthony said. “So … it was almost 
like being dropped somewhere and 
learning firsthand how you’re viewed.”
Anthony said despite these 
challenges, he learned how to persevere 
and thrive in an environment that 
tested his limits.
“It really intensified my desire to 
fulfill the need that is [at Harding],” 
Anthony said. “You know, it’s like, 
when people get to a place where 
they’re so coldhearted that they 
cannot sympathize and empathize 
with others, to me it says that 
person can’t ever see themselves in 
the position of those they see going 
through problems — and I think 
that’s where compassion begins.”
Anthony said he has become 
more involved with the University 
throughout the past several years, 
after being invited to speak at chapel 
and on-campus events. He said he 
has seen great change since his time 
as a student — an engagement and 
diversity that was not there before.
“It took us over 50 years to get 
to this point,” Anthony said. “How 
much longer will it take us before 
we can drop all of the superficialities 
and just love each other as God’s 
children, regardless of how we look?”
Wright said when he stepped onto 
Harding’s campus, he did not know 
he would be stepping into history, 
nor the journey he would be facing.
“I’m from the North and I’m 
also Black, so it was an interesting 
time, it was a difficult time, it was 
a complex time, it was an extremely 
[historic] time — little did I know 
it was going to be that [historic],” 
Wright said. “God gave me a lot 
of favor and a lot of grace to get 
through it.”
Wright said several years after 
graduating from Harding, he began 
becoming more involved again by 
reading publications and learning 
what was going on at the University. 
Wright said that upon doing so, he 
quickly noticed that the proportion 
of Black students enrolled at the 
University nearly 20 years later had 
– Elijah Anthony,
alumnus
It took us over 50 years to 
get here. How much longer 
will it take us before we can 
drop all of the superficialities 
and just love each other as 
God’s children, regardless of 
how we look? 
University to honor Black alumni, individuals 
– Dr. Greg Harris,
task force chair
We’re just in awe of them 
because of the legacy they’ve 
laid here for so many of us 
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Searcy election to take place 
next week, Feb. 9
New condominiums have recently been 
completed on Harding’s campus, and a new 
restaurant is under construction, continuing 
Legacy Park’s expansion in the Harding 
community.
The condominiums are part of a multi-
step expansion plan which has been overseen 
by University President David Burks since 
2012. The condominiums have already been 
sold, and will mostly be used by parents of 
students when visiting campus. Some of 
the owners have already begun to move in. 
A new restaurant is also under construction 
near the new condominiums, with plans to 
be finished and opened by the start of the 
fall 2021 semester. The restaurant will be 
called Warehouse 4 and will be operated by 
a Harding alumnus. Burks said the restaurant 
will be oriented specifically toward the Harding 
campus but will also be open to the Searcy 
community at large. 
“I think it’s awesome that Harding is 
getting a larger variety of places to eat,” junior 
Calla Welter said.  “I’m excited to hear that a 
Harding grad will be operating it. I think it’s 
awesome that Harding is giving opportunities 
to small businesses like [Midnight Oil] and 
now Warehouse 4.”
The construction of houses in the new 
Legacy expansion phase has been put on 
hold for the most part, Burks said. The lots 
for these houses were individually sold, and 
most of the owners have decided to delay 
construction until the cost of building 
declines. 
Burks estimates that, even with the current 
delays on individual house construction, the 
lot owners will begin to build within a year 
and that the entire expansion phase will be 
completed in approximately two years. 
“We’re very close to seeing this whole 
project finished up,” Burks said. “I think it will 
be a wonderful addition to the University.” 
The intent of the expansion was to 
bring older and younger members of the 
Harding community together. Staff and 
faculty are able to live closer to campus so 
the commute is shorter, and older students 
have more freedom, as well as a preview of 
what real-life apartments are like. Faculty 
and staff may have more interaction with the 
students, and it allows students to feel more 
responsible by living in the same complex as 
the older residents.
Senior Delaney Hill, who lived in Legacy 
for a period of time, said that she still retains 
many fond memories from her time living 
in a Legacy apartment. 
“[In Legacy and off campus], you get to 
be a lot more intentional with your friends,” 
Hill said. 
Searcy residents will have the chance 
to vote Tuesday, Feb. 9, on two issues 
concerning the renewal of the 1% tax and 
sport complex improvements. 
The Vote For Searcy Committee hired 
Think Idea Studio, a local advertising agency, 
to create a public awareness campaign 
concerning these two issues. Signs displayed 
across Searcy read “Vote For Both,” as do 
pamphlets, a website and a Facebook page. 
“My job as being hired by the committee 
is to accurately represent the information 
presented to us and accurately present it to 
the public,” President and Chief Idea Officer 
of Think Idea Studio Mat Faulkner said. 
The Searcy City Council also held eight 
town hall meetings on Jan. 25, Jan. 26, Feb. 
1 and Feb. 2, allowing Searcy residents to 
voice their concerns and ask questions 
concerning the issues on the ballot. 
The first issue on the ballot is the renewal 
of the 1% tax, which has been in place for 
eight years as a temporary tax and will expire 
in June 2022. If the issue fails to pass, the 
loss of revenue from the tax would cause 
a significant change in budget to maintain 
the city. The issue would make the 1% tax 
permanent, allowing the city to pay for 
ongoing services such as police and fire 
vehicle maintenance, street resurfacing, street 
sweeper service and equipment, emergency 
generators and other maintenance.
“We’re not here to make a profit,” Searcy 
city councilman Don Raney said at the Feb. 
1 town hall meeting. “We’re here to try and 
provide services like police and fire and 
garbage and recreational services.” 
The second issue on the ballot concerns 
sportsplex improvements, constructing 
eight turf baseball and softball fields. If 
the issue passes, turf batting cages, dugouts, 
fencing, additional and improved parking, 
landscaping improvements, plus additional 
concession stands and restrooms will be 
constructed alongside the turf fields. The 
improvements aim to bring tournaments 
to Searcy in hopes that families will spend 
more money at hotels and restaurants. 
Engineers on the project developed a 
conceptual design with an estimated cost of 
$8.45 million for the sportsplex renovations. 
The city council is requesting voters to 
approve a bond up to $14 million to cover 
costs of the sportsplex renovations and other 
projects, including a new community center, 
an outdoor water park, Riverside Park bike 
trail developments and other economic 
improvements. A budget has not been 
released to the public allocating specific funds 
to each project. The $14 million bond will 
take 30 years for the city to pay back, not 
including maintenance for the sportsplex, 
such as replacing the turf every 11 years.
“We are asking voters for the most we 
can take out,” councilman Chris Howell 
said at the town hall meeting on Feb. 1. 
“We want to make sure we have enough 
funds to do as much as we can out there 
and potentially fund some projects on the 
soccer fields and other facilities”. 
While early voting began on Feb. 2 at 
the White County Cooperative Extension 
Office, residents of Searcy can still vote 
through Feb. 9 on these two issues.   
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Harding works to increase 
student enrollment
Under the direction of a new leader, 
Harding Admissions seeks to improve 
consecutive years of declining student 
enrollment numbers.
Steve Lake, who assumed the position 
of vice president of enrollment services in 
December, said he is aiming to increase 
enrollment by 1,000 to 1,300 a year. In 
order to achieve this goal, Lake wants to 
strengthen and leverage current relationships 
Harding has with K-12 Christian schools 
such as Harding Academy of Memphis, 
Alabama Chrisitan Academy and Middle 
Tennessee Christian. Later, he said he will 
attempt to build new relationships with 
other schools and churches.  
“We’re trying to convince high school 
seniors to come to Harding in a [COVID-19] 
environment where a lot of them haven’t 
been able to take ACTs or SATs or visit 
colleges,” Lake said. “This is an extremely 
challenging environment to try to get 
enrollment moving in the right direction.” 
For the next 120 days, Lake said 
admissions will focus on increasing the fall 
2021 semester’s recruitment numbers, which 
involves bolstering current relationships with 
high school institutions and maximizing 
the return of the number of students who 
have already applied and been accepted.
“The quickest way to get sales is to go 
back to the current customers you have,” 
Lake said.
Lake said Harding’s admissions team 
is producing direct mail and marketing 
campaigns targeted at schools and seniors. 
Harding is also  preparing to take recruiters, 
faculty, staff and students on the University’s 
plane to visit those schools, letting potential 
students know Harding wants them. However, 
COVID-19 has complicated the process 
of setting visitation dates. Currently, Lake 
believes five schools have committed to 
allowing Harding to visit, though Lake is 
aiming to visit 10 to 15 institutions. 
Lake’s overall goal for the University’s 
admissions department is for it to reflect 
the unique college experience Harding 
provides.
“I want our admissions team and the 
way we interact and recruit students to be 
transformational,” Lake said. “I want it 
to look like this experience. If we do that 
in admissions, I believe there’s no way we 
won’t be successful.”
Lake, who had served as a major gift officer 
in the Office of University Advancement 
since 2008, said he accepted this position 
when University President David Burks 
offered it because he felt he could help 
improve Harding’s situation. Burks gave 
the admissions team a goal of recruiting 
1,000 freshmen for next fall, Lake said.
Senior Olivia Nutt, who is a student 
ambassador for admissions, said she was 
excited for Lake’s plans of operation.
“He has a really good idea about the 
trajectory of where he wants things to go,” 
Nutt said. “He himself is a very personable 
person, so I think he is a great person to be 
in this position because he really connects 
with teenagers.”
McKenzie Kilmer, a high school senior 
from Springdale, Arkansas, who is planning 
to attend Harding in the fall, said she is 
happy with the admissions office’s efforts 
to welcome her. 
“I love how open they are to make sure 
I’m comfortable and getting the help I 
need,” Kilmer said.







The Searcy City Council streams a town hall meeting from the Carmichael 
Community Center via an iPad Feb. 1. The city council held eight town 
hall meetings so Searcy residents could voice their concerns before the 
Feb. 9 vote. 
Junior Makyla Oviedo-Rodriguez and juniorJake Ward pose for the thumbnail 
of their admissions introduction video. Harding Admissions team created 
the YouTube channel to reach prospective students.
The One Where Mak and Jake Introduce Themselves! 
® Harding UniversifyA.dmissions 





































































ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions 
editor for The Bison. He may be 




I would say that last year was a particularly turbulent and transformative year for 
us as a country. On the heels of such a year, 
and in the early dawn of a new presidency, 
I think it is a good time for some national 
introspection. There are some competing 
narratives among different groups in this 
country about what our national identity 
is and what our proper trajectory should be 
going forward. I think it is important for 
us to discuss and evaluate these competing 
perspectives, for we will never be truly 
unified as a nation as long as we are working 
with completely different assumptions 
regarding our national identity. So this 
week, let’s think about this question: What 
is the story of America, and what should 
we think about it?
Two major perspectives on this question 
include those who think that America has 
lost its way and long for a bygone time that 
we have long since left behind, and people 
who see our past as a list of mistakes that 
need to be corrected and have no intention 
of looking back. In other words, people who 
look back on our history with nostalgia 
versus people who don’t. 
Is the American story one that starts 
off with a great beginning or a disgraceful 
one? Have we strayed off course and lost 
our way, or are we beginning to work 
towards reconciling and healing the scars 
that our ancestors inflicted? Should we 
look back to former America with pride 
or shame? Should we consider ourselves 
lost today or enlightened?My intention 
in bringing up these questions is not to 
tell you what the right answer is or what 
story is the best one. I would suggest 
there is no right answer here. America has 
always been a fluid concept that has been 
interpreted in countless different ways by 
countless different people throughout the 
generations. It would be impossible to pin 
down the static, objective America. Yet, 
while acknowledging that we will always 
be a work in progress, it is still beneficial to 
ponder these questions and think critically 
about our answers.
The only part of this discussion that I 
wish to really emphasize is this: Tell the 
truth. Whatever your story of America is, 
tell the truth. When you think about our 
nation’s history, tell the truth. When you 
think about where we are today as a nation, 
tell the truth. We all have our biases, but 
that does not mean that all perspectives are 
equally relevant. It is the lazy, irresponsible 
American who never thinks twice about 
his assumptions and refuses to question 
his beliefs. 
So, what ’s your story for America? 
What do you think our true national 
identity is? As you think about your 
answers, I challenge you to also consider 
how a different American might answer 
these questions. How compatible might 
your answers be with others? I think it is 
unrealistic to think that we can all unify 
around a singular American story, so a 
more reasonable goal might be for each 
of us to make our stories a little more 
accommodating to others. Let’s look for 
the common ground that we can all agree 
on in our stories, and maybe we can build 
for ourselves a better, more united path 
moving forward. 
What’s your opinion?
To have an opinion published in The Bison, contact 
the opinions editor, Eric Johnson, at
ejohnson7@harding.edu.
MADALYN VAN EATON is a beat 
reporter for The Bison. She may be 
contacted at mvaneaton@harding.edu. 
If you perused this column a couple weeks ago, then you are aware that 
I am an avid reader and admirer of Mary 
Oliver’s poetry. Her words have a way of 
breathing movement into every moment of 
life, no matter how magnificent or miniscule 
that moment may be. My thoughts for this 
week center around her poem “The Sun.” 
So, if for whatever reason you cannot stand 
Mary Oliver, I am deeply apologetic that 
you are about to hear my thoughts on more 
of her poetry. 
Winter brings along some dreary, hazy 
days. One afternoon I stood in front of 
the window above my kitchen sink and 
stared at the wall of fog, unable to see my 
neighbor’s house because of the misting fog 
that filled the air. The mist was so dense that 
it encompassed every object, as if nothing 
else existed but the misty haze. It is days like 
this that I notice the sun the most; I notice 
it because I am acutely aware of how it feels 
invisible. To some, the rising of the sun into 
the sky may be the most mundane thing; 
the sun climbing to the top of the clouds 
is a guarantee, right? It happens every day, 
and something that happens every day is 
monotonous and not worthy of recognition. 
In Oliver’s “The Sun,” the reappearance 
of the sun in the sky is the most wonderful 
and extraordinary occurrence. Halfway 
through the poem, Oliver speaks of the 
process the sun goes through, rising and 
falling each day, and inquires of her reader: 
“have you ever felt for anything such wild 
love.” Her words enhance the effect the sun 
has on her as it returns to bring light to 
our side of the world. She proceeds in her 
infatuation with the sun and illustrates how 
the sun “reaches out, as it warms you as you 
stand there empty-handed” each morning. 
These small segments of the poem paint 
the sun as a sacred being. The sun gives 
to us each morning; the light illuminates 
our daily tasks; the light brings warmth to 
our shivering skin; the light gives way to 
spaciousness and unhindered movement. 
Oliver’s reverence towards the sun and 
all it provides reminds me of the presence 
of Jesus in my life today. In John 8, Jesus 
proclaims, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” Light 
is intimately connected to life, physically 
and spiritually. It would be challenging to 
live on an earth that has no source of light. 
How would the vegetation blossom and 
grow if there were no light to nourish it? 
All of creation would suffer. It is similar to 
life without the light and freedom that Jesus 
Christ has brought to every person. When 
you awake tomorrow, when the sun peeps 
through the blinds in your room and you 
squint your eyes in surprise, take a moment 
to reflect on what the light brings. Perhaps 
each new morning, each new ray of light 
that breaks through the darkness, is an 
invitation to walk in the light and notice 
the redemption it exudes.
SAM JACKSON is a guest writer for 
The Bison. He may be contacted 
a t  s j a c k s o n 9 @ h a r d i n g . e d u . 
In all of human history, we have never been as communally prosperous as we 
are today. With revolutionary advancements 
in technology, we can now communicate 
with people on the other side of the world 
without having to get out of bed. We are on 
the cusp of a societal shift, in which part 
of our lives are spent and shared online. 
While globalization has benefited humanity 
in more ways than any one person could 
know, we must still be watchful of the 
drawbacks and obstacles this development 
in civilization presents. 
Political division in America has not been 
this extreme since The Revolution, with 
people of opposite allegiances attacking 
each other online rather than in battle. 
While this method of discourse provides 
an opportunity for all voices to be heard, 
it also invites a spread of misinformation 
that is harmful to democracy. 
Social media companies have become 
the primary source of news for millions of 
people around the world. While this may 
seem like a good thing, this information 
overload is actually a key factor in the 
recent rise of political extremism that is 
spreading throughout the country. Social 
media companies promote videos with 
extreme content because they are more 
likely to get better ratings. Up until recent 
events, these companies had not made 
an effort to censor false information. I’m 
sure I don’t need to remind anyone of the 
tense atmosphere surrounding the 2020 
Presidential election, with claims that 
lacked any proof coming from both political 
parties and independents. Instead of meeting 
with people of differing viewpoints to 
have mature discussions of world affairs, 
we have resorted to cowering in online 
communities of people who already have 
similar views to us. 
Another harmful effect of the age of 
digital living is the rise of cancel culture. 
Cancel culture, defined by Wikipedia, “is a 
modern form of ostracism in which someone 
is thrust out of social or professional circles 
— either online on social media, in the 
real world or both. Those who are subject 
to this ostracism are said to be ‘canceled.’” 
Without a space for people to learn from 
their mistakes and grow, people who are 
“canceled” are given no incentive to better 
themselves since they no longer have a 
platform to speak or share their ideas. This 
produces an anti-culture that embraces 
the horrid statements and actions that are 
deemed “cancelable,” and further promotes 
division among people.
This lack of external stimuli or any 
challenge of preconceived ideas is precisely 
what is causing so much division among 
neighbors, friends and even families. It 
seems that sometimes we don’t actually 
want to debate with others, we just want 
to reinforce the ideas we’ve already latched 
onto. Public discussion is no longer about 
communal learning, but about regurgitating 
the same lines said at every debate on TV. 
One of the best examples for the negative 
effects of the spread of misinformation is 
the “Pizzagate” shooting. A man fired a 
gun in a popular downtown Washington, 
D.C., pizza restaurant in 2017 after reading 
false claims of a child-trafficking ring 
being run underneath the building. False 
information used to gain views online are 
now causing real-world acts of violence. 
News companies such as CNN and Fox 
News have also been reported for making 
false claims found online and using fake 
testimonies in order to drive up viewing 
numbers. Misinformation has been so 
normalized in our society that we can’t 
even trust the actual news channels without 
fact-checking for ourselves. Without proper 
self-regulation and devotion to the truth, 
one can easily fall prey to the lies and deceit 
being fed to them, producing uninformed 





When I was in elementary school, my class took a field trip to a dairy 
farm. Mathis Dairy in Atlanta had been in 
business for over half a century, and each 
week a uniformed delivery man brought 
glass bottles of fresh milk to our house. As 
a child, I was not merely tolerant of lactose 
— I guzzled the stuff every day. So, when 
I heard we were going to see where they 
made the essential ingredient in breakfast 
cereal, I could hardly wait. 
Mathis Dairy was the biggest such 
operation in the city. It was the land that 
flowed with milk and money, and the star 
attraction was a Holstein named Rosebud. 
Several times each week, the patient cow 
stood surrounded by giggly school children, 
most of whom had never set foot on a farm. 
One by one, each child got to sit on a stool 
with a metal bucket and give Rosebud a 
squeeze. 
The dairy had been letting visitors try 
their hand at bovine husbandry since the 
1950s, and several generations of Atlanta 
residents still have a souvenir button that 
says, “I Milked Rosebud.” The tour guide 
told us that lots of famous people had done 
it, too, including Jimmy Carter. I couldn’t 
believe that I had been under the same 
cow as the president. Only one degree of 
separation from the White House. 
But just as glass milk bottles are virtually 
a thing of the past, so also may be the process 
of milking cows by hand. These days, many 
farms are letting robots do the job. 
According to an article my mother 
saved for me from The Atlanta Journal 
Constitution, Georgia “has lost 40% of its 
dairy farms in the last decade.” One reason 
is that it’s hard to find employees who want 
to fill those buckets three times per day, 
seven days a week. That’s why the larger 
firms are investing in technology that not 
only gives the cows a mechanical squeeze, 
but also a rubdown at the same time. 
The animals mosey into a stall, and 
machines take over, positioning cups, oiling 
the udders, and even measuring the exact 
rate of production per cow. Meanwhile, the 
process also involves a pedicure and a leg 
massage. “The cows love it,” one farmer said. 
At his farm, the bovines walk around on 
brand-new rubber mats that cost $100,000. 
I sometimes wonder if journalists are 
just messing with us, and when I read 
about spa treatments for cattle, I thought 
surely “The Journal” had gone rogue. But 
after some independent research — and by 
“independent research,” I mean 40 seconds 
on Wikipedia — I learned that every bit 
of this is true. The idea started in Sweden, 
I’m told.
Of course it did. When it comes to 
pampering, no one tops the Swedes. 
Milk production is up f rom these 
contented cattle, but there may come a 
time when the cows will no longer settle 
for a sea-salt rubdown. Pretty soon they will 
insist upon hot stones and aromatherapy, 
and then we’ll see them with face cream 
and cucumbers over their eyes. Body wraps 
and hair coloring will come next, followed 
by extractions and sugar scrubs. Eventually, 
school children will be sporting buttons 
that read, “I Exfoliated Rosebud.” 
However, I suspect no child will want 
to be present for the juice cleanse. 
The Holsteins may be living it up with this 
new system — milking it, as it were — but 
they should beware. All technology comes 
at a price. These machines are ruthless data 
collectors, measuring exactly how much milk 
each cow has given in the last 10 months, 
down to the last drop. This means that the 
pressure to produce will be worse than ever.
One farmer bluntly told “The Atlanta 
Journal” that he plans to monitor the cows 
and “keep the ones that do well. Those that 
don’t are still marketable as meat.”  
For centuries, conversations on the dairy 
farm went something like this:
Bill: “You know, Elsie don’t seem like 
she’s fillin’ the bucket like she used to.” 
Tom: “Maybe she’s grazing in some bad 
grass. Take her over yonder and see.” 
Now, you are more likely to hear this 
discussion:
Bill: “Elsie gave 22.6% less milk today 
than last Tuesday, which was down 13 points 
from the previous week, not to mention 
the 0.4 ounces of foreign matter floating 
in the bucket.”
Tom: “Alright. Let’s call Burger King.” 
This is how the robots take over. First, 
they lure our cows into a state of pampered 
serenity. Mechanical spa treatments for 
dogs will not be far behind, as Fido will be 
a sucker for a robotic belly rub. Once the 
cows and the puppies are helpless to resist, 
it will not be hard to do the same thing to 
humans. Think about that the next time 
C-3PO offers to thread your eyebrows.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at mclaxton1@harding.edu.
Dairy detox
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Sometimes I can trick myself into thinking I missed my true calling. 
I don’t know if this is an everyone thing 
or something that is specific to my social 
media algorithms, but there always seems 
to be an account pop up for someone who 
is exceedingly talented in a very niche 
industry, like knitting colorful sweaters 
or crafting beautiful ceramics, to name a 
couple. I find myself enthralled by their 
seemingly effortless talent and think, 
“These people must be nuanced and kind 
and humble, and I’m sure they are able to 
channel any negative energy or self doubt 
into these eccentric hobbies. I’m sure they 
never worry about petty, worldly things.” 
Recently, I find myself enchanted with 
these out-of-reach talents or hobbies 
more and more, wishing I could do away 
with the daily humdrum of school and 
decision-making which currently consumes 
my life and retreat to a more worry-free 
life path. Instead of applying for jobs and 
reckoning with the inevitable endings and 
new beginnings that will soon take place, I 
romanticize countless, less tangible options. 
Why is it so hard to live in the interim? 
To live in the spaces that are gray and full 
of ambiguity and unmade decisions? Why 
do we try so hard to avoid these seasons 
when, in reality, we are almost always living 
in these spaces, whether we realize it or not? 
I am well beyond the halfway mark of 
senior year at this point, and I find myself 
kicking and screaming in avoidance of 
these unknowns. They are uncomfortable 
and unreliable, and the feelings which 
surround them are difficult to comprehend 
and articulate. 
The coping mechanisms tend to look 
different each week: At times I use the facade 
of “being really content in the present,” and 
then, all at once, I’m panicked, aimless, 
suddenly wishing I was a wildy content 
ceramicist in New Mexico. This imagery is 
less scary because it is much farther from 
my reality. Because my reality includes the 
possibility of failing at something I care a 
great deal about.
I hate making mistakes, and I wish I 
didn’t make so many of them, especially with 
the things I care about. But I guess that’s 
part of the bargain, the deal we make: With 
caring comes inevitable disappointment 
and a standard that can’t always be reached. 
Sometimes I start to wonder if it’s worth 
it (thus explaining my daydreaming about 
becoming a fulltime knitter and residing 
in a comfortable, unassuming apartment 
somewhere far away). Sometimes I want 
to do away with risk and lofty expectations 
and stop caring so much. I want to roll over 
and scream at the universe, “Fine, you win.” 
But I know that wouldn’t be me talking, 
and it wouldn’t be what I ultimately want.
I want to write. I want to communicate 
with others, reminding them that their stories 
matter and deserve to be shared. I wish to 
have impact and to be impacted, to welcome 
and to be welcomed, to challenge and to 
be challenged. I want to strike the sweet 
spot between growing and stretching, and 
between being encouraged and supported. 
Wouldn’t this be great?
I ultimately want to care, and I need 
to care. In general, the world needs more 
people who care. We need more people 
who aren’t af raid of getting knocked 
down a few times, of feeling defeated or 
disappointed over something that really 
matters. Because if we don’t care about 
the things that matter, then what is left?
If you are the gifted ceramicist of which 
I speak, be that; if you’re the skilled knitter, 
chase that. No matter what your thing is, 
keep caring and trying. It is acceptable to 
be fragile for what matters to us — to be 
rattled by hardship and shortcomings when 
we’ve tried our best. But we must try our 
best, and we must continue to care. This 
may hurt more and require more of us, 
but we must choose to believe that it will 
ultimately prevail — that caring and trying 
and risking will prove to be more resilient.
We need people 
who care
The “open” churchAsst. Sports Editor Ryan Gallagher
I preface this piece by saying that I understand no church is meant to be 
perfect in any way, just like none of us are 
perfect. Also, I do not mean to hate on any 
church, but rather identify where there is 
room for improvement.
As a Christian, there have been many 
things that I have struggled with in my life. 
Some of those struggles I have overcome, 
while others are still here even after a decade. 
Every day of my life, there has always been 
something wearing me down, no matter 
how hard I try to look for solutions or ask 
for help. Certain struggles of mine never 
seem to resolve.
Growing up in the church, the Church of 
Christ in my case, I have noticed that there 
is a group of “forbidden sins’’ that never get 
talked about, especially in sermons. The 
forbidden sins entail issues like pornography, 
sexual immorality, depression, self-image — 
the list goes on. Over the course of my 19 
years, there has been only one case where 
I have witnessed some of these things 
being deliberately addressed in the church. 
Bringing up these sins feels like yelling in a 
bank that you have a bomb. You get looked 
at differently, and people give you attention 
that makes you feel awkward. Why is the 
church so brief on these issues to the point 
of almost completely avoiding them?
There have been many times in church 
where they briefly said that pornography is 
bad, or that you are made in the image of 
God and therefore you should enjoy your 
image. While that may be true, it does not 
address people who deeply struggle with it. 
We hear at the end of a sermon that if we 
need the elders to pray for us or talk with 
us, we can meet with them, but how do we 
know they can relate with us and be active 
in helping us? It is hard. As I mentioned,  I 
have dealt with something for over a decade, 
but I have never felt safe discussing it with 
an elder due to my relationships with them 
and for fear of judgement. This is not the 
case for everyone, but I have seen it many 
times in my years growing up in the church.
In the hundreds of sermons I have 
listened to, I noticed a heavy focus on how 
to be good and better yourself. Rarely have 
I heard sermons where they approach an 
issue and show how to get back on your feet. 
For myself, this has discouraged me in the 
church. It is hard to find safe spots and find 
beneficial help without fear of judgement. In 
my church back home, there are only a few 
people I can confide in despite having been 
a member for nearly seven years.
Many churches pronounce that the people 
are in a safe space and that no one should be 
scared. They pronounce that God’s family is 
a tight community of brothers and sisters. 
Yet, some issues are still difficult to bring up. 
This idea of “forbidden sins” should not exist. 
Churches should reach out in all areas and 
ensure that there is a safe spot for everyone. 
We are called as a community, but sometimes 
I feel that I am on an island. 
Although the churches I have attended 
have been amazing, and I have great love for 
them, there is still room for improvement. 
This improvement is feasible, and that is 
why I would urge churches to try their best 
to discover ways to address these topics and 
create a space for inclusivity.
Narrative Columnist
Michael Claxton
MADISON SCOTT is the editor-in-
chief for The Bison. She can be 
contacted at mscott9@harding.edu.
RYAN GALLAGHER is the asst. sports 
editor for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at rgallagher1@harding.edu.
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Three Harding athletes broke school 
records in shot put and pole vault at the Jan. 
22 University of Central Missouri Invitational 
as well as the Jan. 29 Washburn Open.
Junior Cooper Monn broke the school 
record in weight throw at University of 
Central Missouri (UCM), becoming the 
first Harding female with a throw of over 
50 feet. She then broke her own record a 
week later at Washburn with a throw of 53 
feet, 4.5 inches.
Sophomore Sierra White and freshman 
Dorian Chaigneau both broke their own 
records in the pole vault at UCM, White 
clearing 3.76 meters and Chaigneau clearing 
5.13 meters. Both students also topped the 
NCAA provisional standard.
While breaking records in shot put, 
Monn is also a member of the Harding 
volleyball team.
“To do what she’s doing and to be the best 
that’s ever come through Harding so far is 
really phenomenal in a sport that is kind of 
part time for her,” head cross-country and 
track coach Don Hood said. “She’s got a 
great attitude and a tremendous work ethic.”
Assistant track and field coach Jessica 
Withrow said that White was Harding’s 
first national provisional qualifier in 2020, 
and she broke that school record — for the 
second year in a row — this year in Missouri.
“She’s not as tall or strong as some of 
the other pole vaulters in the country, but 
technically she’s really good,” Hood said. 
“She’s really fast, she’s a great competitor, 
and has great gymnastics skills, too.”
Chaigneau broke a 32-year-old record on 
Jan. 16, and less than a week later, he broke 
his own record again by 1.25 inches.
“He hasn’t even quite reached his personal 
best here at Harding,” Withrow said. “He’s 
brought a lot to our team.”  
Withrow said that this increased competition 
within the team has helped the other pole 
vaulters improve, as well.
Chaigneau said that he preferred training 
over competition. His personal goal this 
semester is to improve by 10 centimeters. 
Part of the track and field teams will spend 
the weekend of Feb. 5 at the Northwest 
Missouri State Open and have several other 
track meets planned to prepare for the NCAA 
Indoor Championships beginning March 11.
Online at TheLink.Harding.edu Searcy, Ark., 72149
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The year isn’t starting off very well, for 
those who haven’t felt the weight yet. Once 
2020 ended, there was a small glimmer of 
hope — more faith in the idea that life would 
be different in some way. 
It’s not. Not really, anyway. We’re seeing 
the same limitations as the first quarantine 
wave. Sports are back, but we’re seeing more 
cancellations than we are games. The world 
still feels uneasy. 
It feels hard to get excited about anything, 
especially after the most recent baseball 
legend died. 
On Jan. 22, long-time Braves outfielder 
and home run king Hank Aaron walked out 
of the cornfield and on to the proverbial field 
of dreams. The baseball world unified, as it 
always does, in remembrance of the king, 
who is renowned for changing how the game 
was played on and off the field. 
Let’s talk about this for a second. One 
facet of the game that keeps it exhilarating 
is the intense rivalries. Whether you find 
yourselves on the wrong side of the Cardinals-
Cubs or the right side of Red Sox-Yankees, 
odds are that one of your teams often faces 
another team that you just can’t stand. That’s 
the thing about sports, though: The entire 
point is to be better, faster and stronger than 
your opponent. Athletics are a high-pressure, 
high-intensity medium that pits the peak of 
human performance against itself. Deep-
rooted rivalries between teams help offer 
a surge of competitive juices in the game 
that the national media passively views as 
dehydrated. Without rivalries and intense 
battles, there wouldn’t be sports — at least 
not as we know it.
It’s very uncommon to see unusual groups 
of people unite over anything. Usually, if you’re 
stuck to your convictions, you’re not going 
to budge no matter what. A phenomenon 
as rare as unified agreement and respect is 
about as rare as sighting Bigfoot water skiing 
off the back of the Loch Ness Monster. It’s 
only in the most intense moments that we 
see everyone come together. Whether it be 
the highest of achievements or the lowest 
of lows, extremity often is the driving force 
for unity among unlikely people. On the 
day of his passing, the entire league joined 
together to honor the king, even his most 
embittered rivals. The baseball world came 
together from all corners to pay respects and 
remember one of the most influential people 
to ever play the game. It was a testament not 
only to Hank’s impact on the game, but to 
the game itself. It showed that it stands for 
nothing but class and unity. That’s one of 
the reasons that I love baseball. 
What’s the main reason, you ask? It’s 
Hank. 100%. That’s why you’re seeing another 
tribute (I promise it’ll be the last one). I just 
couldn’t let his legacy go unnoticed. I couldn’t 
stay silent about my hero. Growing up with 
ADHD and depression always made me 
feel small and insignificant, and seeing that 
someone larger than life was weaved into the 
fabric of what I loved the most helped drive 
my passion for the game. With baseball, I felt 
like something bigger than myself because 
of someone. In Hank Aaron, I saw someone 
who went his whole life being treated less 
than everyone else and fighting his way to 
the top of the baseball world. Even though 
I didn’t — and probably won’t ever — fully 
understand the gravity of what he went 
through, it gave me hope that I could conquer 
whatever I set my mind to, no matter what 
stands in my way. Because of Hank, I’m here 
talking to you today. 
My heart broke that morning on Jan. 22 
and so did the hearts of the entire baseball 
community. We lost one of the very forces 
that changed the game and made it what it 
is today. Hank Aaron’s legacy will continue 
to be felt off the field, just as much as it was 
felt on the field. We will miss you, Hank 
Aaron. Thank you for everything you’ve done. 
The men’s basketball team played Arkansas 
Tech last Monday, Jan. 25, in the Rhodes-
Reaves Fieldhouse, Arkansas Tech pulling 
ahead at the end of a game with a final score 
of 104-109. 
Alumnus David Savage, former leader of 
the Rhodes Rowdies, said the Bisons were 
prepared for the game against Arkansas 
Tech and that they were fueled by their 
rivalry to win.
“They were ready to go,” Savage said. 
“It’s always way more intense when you’re 
playing Tech.” 
In the final minutes of the game, senior 
guard Romio Harvey made four shots. The 
Bisons, who ended the first half down 12, 
found themselves up by 2 points with less 
than two minutes remaining in the game, 
pushing the game into overtime. The game 
went into double overtime when the score 
reached 90-90 before Tech pulled ahead to 
finish the game, winning this round of the 
rivalry. Junior guard Ramiro Santiago fought 
hard in the game. In 46 minutes, he put up 
35 points on 10 out of 21 shots, with five 
rebounds and four assists. 
“I felt really good,” Santiago said. “I only 
scored five points in the first half, but I changed 
my focus and finished with a good game.” 
Harvey was another notable performer. 
In 46 minutes, he put up 24 points, five 
rebounds and five assists while going 7-17 
on the night, with 6-8 on the line. 
“It’s a big help having two go-to guys,” 
senior Jackson Duncan, men’s basketball 
reporter for the Harding Sports Network, 
said. “Those two guys create a dynamic duo 
that is a force to be reckoned with when 
they’re hot.”
The remainder of the week’s games were 
canceled due to COVID-19 concerns. The 
schedule is full for the Bisons this coming 
week. The first game will take place tomorrow, 
Feb. 6 at 4:00, against Ouachita Baptist at 
the Rhodes-Reaves Field House. 
Bison basketball is back
Harding basketball, other GAC schools resume sports
Harding track stars shatter school records
Photo by CAROLINE PALMER
Junior Jordan West drives for a layup for the Harding Bisons against Arkansas Tech in the Rhodes-Reaves Fieldhouse 
on Jan. 25. The loss to Tech was the fourth game back in the Rhodes-Reaves. 
From left to right: Sophomore Sierra White, junior Cooper Monn and sophomore Dorian Chaigneau all broke records 
in track and field. They broke these records at the University of Central Missouri Invitational and the Washburn Open. 



































What is your favorite Super 
Bowl commercial?
What is your favorite party 
food?
What is your favorite Super 
Bowl halftime show?
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Tom Brady is a fantastic football player. 
Some people enjoy that statement, while 
others despise him for his ability to dominate 
the NFL for many years. Brady is currently 
the oldest active football player and holds 
most of the major quarterback records. Super 
Bowl LV will be Brady’s 10th appearance in 
a Super Bowl as the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
look to challenge the defending champions, 
the Kansas City Chiefs.
The Buccaneers winning the Super Bowl 
will be a massive statement, if achieved. 
Not only will it be their first Super Bowl 
appearance in 18 years, but they will also be 
the first team to be playing the Super Bowl 
in their home city. This has never happened 
in the first 54 Super Bowls. In addition, if 
they win, it will be a great slap in the face to 
the New England Patriots. People claimed 
that Brady and New England Patriots head 
coach Bill Belicheck were the reason for the 
Patriots’ success. Now Tom Brady has gone 
his first season without Belicheck over him 
and made it all the way to the Super Bowl. 
To win, it would add extra salt to the wound. 
For the Chiefs, history is not here to help 
them, as their last Super Bowl win before 
2020 was the 1970 Super Bowl, which was 
a 50-year gap. Only seven teams have been 
repeated Super Bowl champions, and the 
last one was nearly 16 years ago. There is still 
history to write for the Chiefs, but a lot of it 
is more team league-oriented achievements 
directly correlating with the Super Bowl. 
Looking toward the Super Bowl, I 
undoubtedly have a bias for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. It is not that I am a fan of the 
team, nor Brady specifically, but that I am 
witnessing history through Brady’s legacy. 
He leads in many quarterback records: most 
career wins, most regular season wins, most 
playoff wins, most Super Bowl MVP awards. 
The list goes on and on. This Sunday, Brady 
has the opportunity to make an additional 
mark on the league with a possible seventh 
Super Bowl. Some people do not want Brady 
to win because he has “won too much.” 
This is history in the making; we have been 
blessed with the opportunity to watch him 
continuously make history, history that 
may be finalized shortly, as his retirement 
may be soon. 
Whether you are a Chiefs fan, a salty 
Patriots fan, or a general football supporter, 
there is no doubt that Brady made an impact 
on the NFL, bringing great talent, proving 
his worth and breaking multiple records. 
Some people are sick of him for winning 
too much, but athletes’ legacies are never 
over until they retire. For Brady, he still has 
history to keep writing.
Asst. Sports Editor
Ryan Gallagher
Savant   in 
Thought
After five months, Harding sports have 
returned. The volleyball team channeled this 
anticipation and momentum in their first 
game of the season on Jan. 26, in which the 
Bisons enjoyed a victory as they shut out 
Arkansas-Monticello 3-0. 
“It was very rewarding,” sophomore Libby 
Hinton, a middle blocker for the team, said. 
“Being able to play a game that wasn’t just 
against each other was so much fun.”
Hinton led the team with 10 kills in their 
first match, as well as posting .400 with four 
blocks on the night. Hinton’s performance 
was a beneficial one in Harding’s shutout 
win, which came on the tails of an 11-12 
comeback in the third set. 
Quarantine proved beneficial for the team, 
as many of the athletes took training into 
their own hands. 
“It was really busy even though we were 
all at home,” sophomore Sarah Morehead, 
a setter for the team, said. “They sent us 
workouts to do at home and made sure we 
were getting into the gym.” 
Morehead led the Bisons with 25 assists on 
the night while posting .500 with three kills. 
Some team members said this win has 
motivated them to continue working hard 
to have a successful season. 
“The energy was really good Monday,” 
sophomore Ally Stoner, an outside hitter for 
the Bisons, said. “It seemed like it all went 
well. We were all ready.” 
Stoner hit seven kills that Tuesday while 
posting .429 with 8 points. 
The Bisons are 2-0 with both games 
being shutouts and they’re looking to repeat 
history, starting this weekend. The Bisons will 
travel to Magnolia, Arkansas, to take on the 
Southern Arkansas Muleriders. First serve is 
set for 6 p.m. Log on to hardingsports.com 
for live updates and stats during the game. 
Super Bowl 
LV preview
RYAN GALLAGHER is the assistant 
sports editor for The Bison. He may be 
contacted at rgallagher1@harding.edu. 
ANDREW CICCO
head sports editor
Many University students are finalizing 
their plans for Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 7, 
when the Tampa Bay Buccaneers take on 
the Kansas City Chiefs, defending Super 
Bowl champions.  
Some Harding football athletes are making 
plans to watch the Super Bowl LV with 
their close friends. Junior defensive lineman 
Dalton Allen said he is looking forward to 
the snacks and appetizers, as well as a win 
for the Buccaneers. 
“I will be attending a Super Bowl party, 
but it will be with close friends like usual,” 
Allen said. “Nothing really has changed in 
that regard, but we will be upping the ante 
on expectations for snacks and I can’t wait 
for it. I will be rooting for the Bucs — not 
just because they’re the underdog, but because 
it would be pretty cool to see Tom Brady 
win another Super Bowl with home field 
advantage playing with his new team for 
the first year.” 
Super Bowl parties are a tradition that 
many people uphold, and while some plan 
to continue that tradition, others are being 
mindful of COVID-19 precautions. Senior 
Kyler Duncan  said he plans to watch the 
game with his roommates instead of attending 
a party. 
“I will probably watch the game, but just 
with my family unit, of course,” Duncan said. 
Defensive line coach Tre’von Biglow said 
he will be watching the Super Bowl with his 
family and that he is thankful to enjoy their 
company for a fun evening. 
“I think all my family and I will be 
celebrating and just having a good time 
together, enjoying everyone’s company — I 
wouldn’t want to spend it any other way,” 
Biglow said. 
Photo by AUDREY JACKSON
Sophomore Sarah Morehead hits the volleyball over the net in a match against the University of Arkansas at Monticello at the 
Rhodes-Reaves Fieldhouse Jan. 26. The Lady Bisons won the first match of the season in the Great Amercan Conference.
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Watching the Super Bowl while staying safe
MAREN BONHAM 
student writer
Lady Bisons start their 
season with shutout
Graphic by AVERY TILLETT
OCKER
Harding University’s Camp Tahkodah 
has been a spiritual growth experience for 
many people who have grown up in the Searcy, 
Arkansas, area. The camp, owned and operated 
by the University, runs on faith, fun and 
friendship. For many years now, kids starting 
at the age of 8 have been able to experience 
Camp Tahkodah and learn about God.
“I’ve been at Camp Tahkodah for 
[over 20] years now, so I definitely like to 
think it has had one of the biggest impacts 
in shaping who I am as a person,” junior 
Jordan Ashmore, who has been a counselor 
at Camp Tahkodah for four years, said. “I 
have gotten to grow up around some of 
the best Christian mentors — including 
adult staff and counselors — out there who 
have poured themselves into me for years.” 
Ashmore said the camp has helped 
h im grow in  many  a spec t s  o f  l i f e .
“I was taught the basics from a young age, 
and as I got older, I was taught what it takes 
to be not only a good person but also a good 
Christian,” Ashmore said. “I got to have deeper 
conversations with my counselors about how 
to incorporate my faith into my daily life.”
The camp, founded in 1931, has become 
a great place for people to grow and an 
opportunity to spread the word of God. 
“Camp just meant the world to me, and it 
was my favorite part of the year,” junior Layne 
Pace, who has been a Tahkodah camper and 
counselor, said. “It was the place where I met 
the Lord and became the woman I am today.”
Pace said that the roles of both 
camper and counselor hold significance 
and  t aught  he r  in  d i f f e ren t  way s .
“As I went from camper to counselor, 
I began to gain a new perspective,” Pace 
said. “I started to see Camp Tahkodah as a 
mission field and a beautiful opportunity to 
be an example [in] kids’ lives who are just 
learning who Jesus really is. To have the 
opportunity to serve them is so cool and 
beautiful. I get to have the opportunity to 
have young girls look up to me, like I still 
look up to my counselors today, because of 
how they changed my life. Tahkodah is a 
great way to get to experience God personally 
and also share him with other campers.”
The camp is located in the Ozark 
Mountains of Arkansas, which allows for a 
quiet campsite to enjoy daily Bible classes 
and activities. Tahkodah still stands with the 
same mission of faith that it started with 
when becoming a part of the University. 
“One of my favorite things about Tahkodah 
is its ability to remain constant,” Ashmore said. 
“That’s also one of my favorite things about 
Jesus: Jesus is timeless. He does not change 
with time. Camp Tahkodah has a similar 
quality. We like to use the word ‘disconnect’ 
out there because there are no phones. We get 
to unplug from the problems and distractions 
of the world and focus on our relationship 
with Jesus and our relationship with others.” 
Camp Tahkodah’s  “no  phones ” 
ru le  i s  someth ing  that  a  lo t  o f  i t s 
campers look forward to every year.
“I’m excited to go back this year and get back 
into not having my phone, and being around 
people and just being present,” freshman Nora 
Vaughn, who has attended Camp Tahkodah 
for nearly ten years and will be a counselor 
this summer, said. “There’s a lot of freedom 
at Tahkodah to spend time with people.”
Camp Tahkodah has also been a place 
where campers can meet Harding students and 
get plugged into the University at a young age.
“My favorite thing about camp Tahkodah 
is 100% the people,” Vaughn said. “If I didn’t 
have Camp Tahkodah in my life or the 
people from Camp Tahkodah, I wouldn’t be 
here. That’s the reason I came to Harding; 
that’s the reason I devoted myself to God.”
Camp Tahkodah was not open for summer 
2020, but they hope to have the cabins back open 






Slader’s Alaskan Dumpling Company, a 
local Searcy restaurant, is now serving signature 
drinks inspired by the Last Frontier. 
The Alaskan-infused espresso drinks are 
new to the menu, featuring flavors like fireweed 
honey, birch sap and forget-me-not flowers. 
New menu items have been added with more 
to come, including new snacks that will be 
announced on Slader’s social media platforms.
Senior Brielle Hetherington works 
at S lader ’s  and said the new drinks 
bring Alaska-native flavors to Arkansas.
“We [wanted] to bring more of Alaska to 
Arkansas by creating drinks with ingredients 
sourced from the 49th state,” Hetherington said.
S o m e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  H a r d i n g 
frequent Slader’s, not just for the food, 
but now for the new selection of drinks.
“Each drink is unique, and the ingredients 
are from Alaska,” senior Kylie Allen said. “I 
encourage students to try the new coffee bar and 
enjoy Slader’s cozy environment for hanging 
out, playing board games or just to study.” 
Senior Mac Conn is also an employee at 
Slader’s and said he enjoys the atmosphere 
of the restaurant and the community 
that it brings for Searcy and Harding.
“Slader’s has accomplished [community] 
with live concerts, board games, trivia 
nights and the food truck,” Conn said. 
“Although COVID has limited Slader’s 
events, we continue to strive to be a place 
to meet the needs of students and the 
community. For students, it is a place for 
us to come and study or a place to cut up.” 
Hetherington said the restaurant is 
staying planted in their Alaskan roots and 
that Slader’s is first and foremost a specialty 
restaurant selling Alaskan dumplings, but 
the new editions will continue building 
community between Slader’s and Searcy.
“We did think for a long time about 
what we could add to our menu for those 
customers who like to sit with friends or 
study for hours, and some signature lattes 
seemed like the best bet,” Hetherington said. 
“We don’t want to be a coffee shop or take 
away from the great coffee spots already 
here in Searcy … We were very intentional 
about the flavors we wanted to create with 
our new lattes. Every item on the menu has 
a connection to Alaska in some way, and 
that’s what really makes these drinks so cool.”
The food truck (located outside of 
the Ganus Activities Complex) is open 
Monday through Friday, serving lunch 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. and dinner from 
5-9 p.m. Slader’s accepts dining dollars at 
both locations and the first trivia night of 
the semester will be Sunday, Feb. 7, at 6 p.m. 
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Dumplings and coffee: 
Campers, staff reminisce on Camp Tahkodah’s impact
Memories of Camp Tahkodah continue to inspire people even through the pandemic
Slader’s Alaskan Dumpling Co. adapts to the COVID-19 pandemic by adding new menu  items. Slader Marshall expanded the traditional menu to 
include coffee in January 2021. 
The Last Frontier
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seven years of business 
with new menu items
Internships are a beneficial way to ease 
into job experience of the real world. Because 
of this, many majors on campus require an 
internship in order for students to graduate. 
Amid raging COVID-19 cases last year, 
some students who had been hoping to 
complete an internship had their plans 
canceled. However, several students were 
still able to acquire internship experience.
Senior computer science major Bryce 
Wiedower applied for multiple internships, 
interviewed for a few of them and eventually 
accepted an internship for sof tware 
development and coding.
“My advice would be to apply for as 
many internships that you can that fall into 
the general area of what you think you’d 
want to do,” Wiedower said. “And don’t be 
discouraged if you don’t get the first one 
or the second one. I didn’t get one [until] 
my third try.”
Sometimes the unexpected things in 
life end up being a pleasant surprise. This 
was true for junior integrated marketing 
communication major Abby Shoemaker, 
who found a blessing in disguise in accepting 
an internship in a small town.
“My favorite part of my internship was 
getting to meet people at all of the small 
businesses around Searcy and getting to 
know the town better,” Shoemaker said. 
“Even though it’s such a small town, I learned 
about so many businesses and events that I 
didn’t know about prior to my internship.”
Junior Carson Swede is currently completing 
an internship for an accounting firm called 
PwC. Swede facilitates work on Excel and 
assists in the firm’s auditing process.
“The business department helped me 
pay attention to LinkedIn and Handshake 
so that I was aware of applications and 
deadlines, so I applied via one of those 
platforms,” Swede said. “Then I interviewed 
right after spring break last year when we 
were virtual.”
Swede said that networking and maintaining 
an updated resume are important parts of 
the process.
“I would say to apply for things that 
you are interested in and keep your resume 
updated,” Swede said. 
“Also, talking to people and making 
connections makes such a big impact on 
finding good places and getting your foot 
in the door.”  Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS
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Advice from an RA
The advice they give is not only as someone who understands what 
being a student is, but also as a third party who can offer unbiased feedback. 
Junior Haylie Douglas is an RA in Shores Hall and has been an RA for 
two years. Douglas said she wants to encourage students to take advantage 
of Harding’s opportunities and explore Searcy more in their first months. 
“Something I see all freshmen doing that I wish they wouldn’t is not 
exploring Searcy enough,” Douglas said. 
Junior Ethan Brazell, an Armstrong Hall RA,  has been an RA since his 
second semester of freshman year. Brazell advised freshmen to use their 
first year at Harding as a chance to be by themselves and grow, without 
feeling the pressure to date. Along with that, he encouraged students to 
expand their friend groups and to not get too set on one group of people.
“This is definitely a personal opinion, but I believe your freshman year 
is a great time to really understand who you are as a person,” Brazell said. 
“Take time your freshman year to grow as a person and make new friends.”
It’s a common theme to see people spending their first few years at 
college as a time for personal development and as a time to remain super 
busy. Sophomore RA Peyton Sims speaks from personal experience when 
she recommends that people do both. 
“Whenever I see girls in Cathcart [Hall], I always try to remind them 
to sleep and drink water,” Sims said. “I remember always being caught 
up in the next thing, activity or place — that I was always so worn out.”
This is Sims’ second semester as an RA in Cathcart, and she said she  
RACHEL BIBLE
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A new workout method, which went 
viral on TikTok, has risen in popularity for 
students on and off campus.
In November 2020, Lauren Giraldo posted 
her personal workout routine on TikTok, 
as many people were still searching for new 
at-home methods of staying fit and healthy. 
Giraldo said she lost 30 pounds by walking 
on the treadmill five days a week for 30 
minutes a day. She said in an interview with 
NBC’s “Today” that she gets intimidated by 
the gym, but she played around with settings 
on the treadmill until she found a sweet spot. 
Her TikTok video, which received over 12 
million views, said to achieve the desired 
results, one should put the treadmill on an 
incline of 12 and a speed of 3 mph for 30 
minutes. Thus, the workout was named the 
“12-3-30.”
There are numerous students at Harding 
that claim to have given this quick, difficult 
workout a shot. Freshman Andile Moyo 
said she frequently gets on TikTok and 
saw someone share their own personal take 
on the 12-3-30 challenge. She decided to 
start a healthy journey for herself when the 
spring 2021 semester began. Moyo began 
her routine at three days a week by doing the 
12-3-30 workout. After the third day, Moyo 
said it was harder than she had anticipated 
and that she felt sore. However, after just a 
couple of weeks, Moyo said she already feels 
better and that her endurance is progressing. 
Moyo works out at the Ganus Activities 
Complex (GAC) and has taken notice of 
how many other people are participating 
in the trend as well.
 “That first week back at school in the 
GAC, there were a ton of people in there 
with their treadmills on an incline of 12,” 
Moyo said.
Harding’s campus gym is not the only 
gym that has had an influx of people trying 
this inclined treadmill workout. Searcy’s 
Planet Fitness on Race Street has seen a 
similar spike in numbers since the 12-3-30 
began trending on TikTok.
Hannah Hale is a member services employee 
at Searcy’s Planet Fitness and has worked 
there for a little over a year. She said that 
she has noticed more people coming in and 
using the treadmills on an incline. She has 
not tried this specific workout herself, but 
she said she has done very similar workouts 
and has seen results.
 “I would come in on cardio days and put 
a treadmill on an incline of 10 at a speed of 
3 mph for about 30 minutes,” Hale said. “I 
personally do think that it works.”
 Some students, however, say the TikTok 
workout trend does not live up to the hype. 
Sophomore Eryn Hayner said she tried 
it a few times while she was home over 
Christmas break. 
“It’s kinda hard on your shins, especially 
if you’re not used to walking on an incline,” 
Hayner said. “But it’s not as difficult as it 
sounds, especially if you regularly work out.”
Hayner said the 12-3-30 challenge is 
helpful but should not be depended on to 
completely get in shape.
“It’s really good for cardio, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s the best workout overall,” Hayner 
said. “It’s not magic.” 
     ELLIE SHELTON
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Campus gets fit, learning from TikTok
Resident assistants (RA) are a fundamental 
part of being in college, especially in a school 
where most people stay on campus for all 
four years. These students are there to help 
regulate and maintain a healthy lifestyle for 
their peers. 
Those who choose to be an RA have one 
of the most unique college experiences as 
they have access to both the student and 
administrative perspective of campus life. 
This is what many adults would call “work-
life balance.” Another side of life that RAs 
may begin to understand is what it takes to 
be a mentor at a very young age.
Whether they are in Sears or Allen Hall, 
RAs can help their residents navigate life 
at college. 
uses her position to remind residents to take care of their 
mental, physical and emotional health. After recently finishing 
her freshman year, Sims has a fresh perspective on what it is like. 
Similarly, Brazell said he looks back on advice given to him to 
mimic throughout his time in this role. 
“Several years ago, I had a fellow RA give me the advice of  
living life with open hands,” Brazell said. “Having your hands wide 
open represents living your life open to Jesus and his guidance.” 
“Having your 
hands wide open 
represents living 
your life open to 
Jesus and his 
guidance.”
• Drink water• Get some sleep• Explore Searcy
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Sophomore Libby Bailey exercises on a treadmill in the Ganus Activities 
Complex Feb. 3. Several students at Harding participated in a treadmill 
TikTok fitness trend named the “12-3-30.”
Jumping ship: Interns go online
